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The Visegrad Patent Institute (VPI) is an intergovernmental
organization that facilitates the access of applicants from the
Central and Eastern European region to the international
patent system established by the Patent Cooperation Treaty
(PCT) that offers a favourable and efficient route to obtain
patent protection abroad.

The VPl acts as International Searching Authority (ISA) and
International Preliminary Examining Authority (IPEA) for the
nationals and residents of the contracting states: the Czech
Republic, Hungary, the Republic of Poland and the Slovak
Republic as well as for international applications filed by
nationals and residents of Lithuania and Serbia.
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SERVICES OF THE VISEGRAD PATENT INSTITUTE

PCT SERVICES FOR APPLICANTS FROM THE V4 COUNTRIES, SERBIA AND LITHUANIA

INTERNATIONAL SEARCH

Find the most
art documents regarding the
claimed subject matter of your
international application.

relevant  prior

INTERNATIONAL-TYPE SEARCH*

Find relevant prior art regarding the
subject matter of your applicationat an
early stage of the national patenting
process,and even beforeor withoutfiling
an international application.

INTERNATIONALPRELIMINARY
EXAMINATION

Obtain a preliminary and non-binding
opinion as to whether your invention
appears to be novel, to involve an
inventive step and to be industrially
applicablein the internationalphase after
the gnternational Search.
SUPPLEMENTARY

INTERNATIONAL SEARCH

Gain a more complete overview of the
prior art in the international phase.

GLOBAL PATENT SEARCH SERVICES FOR ANY INTERESTED PARTY WORLDWIDE

NOVELTY SEARCH SERVICE

Find prior art relevant for the subject
matter of your invention to assess the
novelty and inventive step for a
potential patent/utility model
application for a flat fee within only 4
weeks.

VALIDITY SEARCH SERVICE

NOVELTY SEARCH WITH PRELIMINARY
PATENTABILITY REPORT

Get all the benefits of the Novelty
Search and a detailed reasoned opinion
whether your invention meets the three
criteria of patentability for a flat fee in
only 4 weeks.

use the in-depth searches of the VPgin respect of a particular patent that is in force (or
has familymembersin force) in at least one country, with claims availablein English, and
benefitfrom the detailed explanatoryopinionwhichis provided on whetherthe invention
contained in the given patent meets the requirements of patentability. The report is

delivered based on a quote within 4 weeks.

* Available only for applicants in national patent procedures at the Hungarian Intellectual Property
Office, and in national patent and utility model procedures at the Patent Office of the Republic of
Poland and the Industrial Property Office of the Slovak Republic.



BENEFITS OF USING THE SERVICES OF THE VPI
PCT SERVICES FOR APPLICANTS FROM THE V4 COUNTRIES, SERBIA AND LITHUANIA

PCT ISA/IPEA RIGHT NEXT DOOR

File your international application with your respective national patent office
as receiving office. The VPl is seated in Budapest with Branch Offices in
the V4 countries. You can also choose the International Bureau of WIPO as
Receiving Office, if you wish.

USE YOUR NATIONAL LANGUAGE

Save time and money with filing your international application in your
respective national language and talk to the patent examiner in a language
you both feel comfortable using. Translation to English can follow at a later
stage.

ENJOY SIGNIFICANT FEE REFUNDS AND REDUCTIONS

Get 40% of the international search fee refunded if an earlier search was
carried out by any of the national IP offices of the V4 countries, Lithuania and
Serbia, or 50% of the international search fee refunded if an earlier international-
type search was carried out by the VPI for HU, PL or SK national applications.
Save another 1365 EUR of the supplementary European search fee, and
230 EUR on the examination fee in the European regional phase.

HIGHLY SKILLED PATENT EXAMINERS

Trust your application to the experience of highly skilled patent examiners in
four national patent offices who are experts in all technical fields and
participate in continuous learning and development.

IN HARMONY WITH THE EPO PRACTICE

Receive the same quality search as from the EPO. The examiners of the VPI use
the same databases as the staff of the EPO and participate in the trainings
provided by the EPO. The VPI follows a harmonised practice with the
EPO, and actively participates in the harmonisation efforts led by the EPO.



WE ARE HERE TO HELP

Contact the VPI Secretariat or the national Branch Offices with any question. We are here

to help you.

SECRETARIAT DIRECTOR

E-mail secretariat@vpi.int Dr Johanna Stadler
Phone +361 9515770 E-mail director@vpi.int
Mobile +36 30 1355199 Phone +36 20 386 3557
POSTAL ADDRESS OPENING HOURS
Visegrad Patent Institute Monday to Friday

Il. Janos Pal papa tér 7. 9:00-14:00

Budapest, Hungary

INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY OFFICE PATENT OFFICE

OF THE CZECH REPUBLIC OF THE REPUBLIC OF POLAND

Antonina Cermaka 2a, 160 68 Al. Niepodlegtosci 188/192, 00-950 Warszawa,
Praha 6 - Bubenet, Czech Republic Poland; P.O. box 203

E-mail cz@vpi.int / posta@upv.gov.cz E-mail pl@vpi.int / Contact.Center@uprp.gov.pl
Phone +42022 0383111 Phone +48 22579 0555

Fax +42022 432 4718 Fax +48 22 579 0001

upv.gov.cz/ uprp.gov.pl/pl

HUNGARIAN INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY OFFICE

OFFICE OF THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC

II. J4nos P&l papa tér 7. Svermova 43,

H-1081 Budapest, Hungary 974 04 Banska Bystrica 4,

E-mail hu@vpi.int / sztnh@hipo.gov.hu  Slovak Republic

Phone +36 1 312 4400 E-mail sk@vpi.int / infocentrum@indprop.gov.sk
Fax +36 1 331 2596 Phone +421 48 430 0131

sztnh.gov.hu/hu indprop.gov.sk/

For more information, visit our website: vpi.int
Follow us on Linked-in www.linkedin.com/company/
visegrad-patent-institute



https://www.indprop.gov.sk/
https://www.sztnh.gov.hu/hu
https://uprp.gov.pl/pl
https://upv.gov.cz/
https://vpi.int/en/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/visegrad-patent-institute



